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He has suffered himself, and has lived the life of an
ordinary man of the desert. There is no need,
therefore, for the introspective. A wise statesman,
and a capable leader, he abhors flattery and hypocrisy*
The men of al Saud were the first to rise against
the ineptness and the tyrannies of the Ottoman
Empire. They were the first to draw their swords
for an Arabian Arabia, and if one examines the
tactics of Ibd Saud in his many engagements with
the Turks, one can see this policy emerge time and
again. He desired the removal of the Turks from
the land of the Arabs. He did not want their death.
When he captured them it was his invariable custom
to bundle them off back to Turkey with a polite
intimation to a furious Sultan that they were no
longer persona grata. It was upon the fabric built
by the clan of al Saud that Hassein of Mecca erected
his pyramid of hope when the Arab revolt proper
broke out, but it required Ibn Saud himself to com-
plete the work of a bungler. It was Ibn Saud who
reached the ideal. It was Ibn Saud who first achieved
an Arab State completely independent of any other
State or Power. When the Saudi Legation was
opened in London the Arab nation, for the first time
in modern history, had achieved real diplomatic
representation.
Also, it was the lone hand of Ibn Saud which
played the greatest part in the building of modern
Arabia outside of Iraq. He took from modem
progress and modern thought as much as was com-
patible and consistent with his strict Islamic principles,
the interests of his Faith, and those of the country